
TEXAS PENAL CODE 
 
§ 22.04. Injury to a Child, Elderly Individual, or Disabled Individual 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if he intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with 
criminal negligence, by act or intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly by omission, causes 
to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual: 
 
(1) serious bodily injury; 
(2) serious mental deficiency, impairment, or injury; or 
(3) bodily injury. 
 
(b) An omission that causes a condition described by Subsections (a)(1) through (a)(3) is 
conduct constituting an offense under this section if: 
 
(1) the actor has a legal or statutory duty to act; or 
(2) the actor has assumed care, custody, or control of a child, elderly individual, or 
disabled individual. 
 
(c) In this section: 
 
(1) "Child" means a person 14 years of age or younger. . . .  
 
 (e) An offense under Subsection (a)(1) or (2) is a felony of the first degree when the 
conduct is committed intentionally or knowingly. When the conduct is engaged in 
recklessly it shall be a felony of the second degree. 
 
(f) An offense under Subsection (a)(3) is a felony of the third degree when the conduct is 
committed intentionally or knowingly. When the conduct is engaged in recklessly it shall 
be a state jail felony. 
 
(g) An offense under Subsection (a) when the person acts with criminal negligence shall 
be a state jail felony. . . .  
 
 (k) . . .  (2) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the act or 
omission was based on treatment in accordance with the tenets and practices of a 
recognized religious method of healing with a generally accepted record of efficacy. . . .  


