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whether Mr. Obama could weath-
er a Republican onslaught in the
fall, should he win the presiden-
tial nomination. *

In Pennsylvania, as well as
coming primaries in Indiana and
North Carolina, did Mr. Obama
provide another excuse for white
voters to voice qualms about his
candidacy without acknowledg-
ing that it is his race that troubles
them? If he defeats Mrs. Clinton,
will accusations of elitism dog
him as they have previous Demo-
cratic nominees? Does Senator
John McCain, the presumptive
Republican nominee, suddenly
have an issue that will resonate
for the next six months?

It is the criticism from Repub-
licans, though, that worries many
Democrats. A senior adviser to
Mr. McCain, Steve Schmidt, told
reporters on Tuesday that Mr.
‘Obama’s comments were “conde-
scending and elitist” and that
they would keep up the criticism
“for the duration of Senator Oba-
ma’s candidacy.”

Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Obama
seemed to back away from crit-

" icizing each other in their re-

spective campaign appearances
Tuesday, after days of intense
and personal confrontations.
Again and again, Mrs. Clinton
had branded Mr. Obama as an
elitist, while Mr. Obama had
mocked Mrs. Clinton as “talking
like she is Annie Oakley,” after
she waxed nostalgically about
shooting guns.

Yet television commercials
from both candidates continued
to broadcast the charges, ensur-
ing that the debate will almost
certainly flare until the primary
on Tuesday. It also offered Mrs.
Clinton a fresh rationale to make
to superdelegates that Mr. Oba-
ma is a flawed general-election
candidate.

That, however, is precisely
what troubles many voters in
Pennsylvania and beyond.

“I wish they would just go into
a corner and figure it out and quit
fighting,” said Dave Davis, 52, an
electrical worker from Oregon,
who heard Mr. Obama speak at a
union rally on Tuesday but is un-
decided between the candidates.
“Taking shots at each other isn’t
doing anybody any good. It will
only help Republicans in the
end.”
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Decision Tree: The Obama,
Clinton Divide

In the nominatin Mo then
contests so far, Sena%or 20 peroent black?
Barack Obama has won the l
vast majority of counties
with large black or highly
educated populations.
Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton has a commanding
lead in less-educated
counties dominated by
whites. Follow the arrows
for a more detailed split.

Is a county

YES This county
has a large
African-American
population.

NO There are not

- many African-
Americans in this
county.

And is the high school
graduation rate higher
than 78 percent?

Y Obama wins
these counties
383 to 70.

NO Thisis acounty YES Thisis a
with less-educated  county with more
voters. educated voters.

And is the high school

graduation rate higher
than 87 percent?

Clinton wins
these counties
704 to 89.

NO 78 to 87
percent have
a diploma,

YES Thisis a
highly educated
county.

And where is the county? Vi g
Northeast or Seuth l West or Midwest mwg;“ o

185 to 36.

In 2000, were many
homholds poor?
I

NO Atleast RS Ay
53% earned RN i
more than R '
$30,000.

Clinton wins
these counties -
182 to 79. : *

YES At least
47% earned
less than
$30,000.

A Clinton wins
these counties
52 to 25.

What's the population
density?

‘—LF

Very
rural

>61.5
people
per sq.
mile

Obama wins
these counties

In 2004, did Bush beat Kerry badly? 208 to 83,

(by more than 16.5 percentage points)

Note. Chart excludes Florida
and Michigan. County-level
results are not available in
Alaska, Hawali, Kansas,
Nebraska, New Mexico, North
Dakota or Maine. Texas
counties are included twice;
once for primary voters and
once for caucus participants.

Very
Repub-
lican

Clinton wins
these counties
48 to 13.

Obama wins
these counties
56 to 35.

AMANDA COX/
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Inner Journalist, and a Second F lrestorm Erupts

Huffington founded OffTheBus,
says they anticipated this kind of
problem arising when they de-

mlasvnd aldlmame mm cmmeemad b

' standafds of journalism on the

gave $500 to Fred Thompson, the :
] m she said. “I'm always
-guessing myself. Is this .

former senator from Tenness




