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Mr. Kobylka

Examination Final

Since its first meeting on 2 February 1790, the Supreme Court has grown to be a significant player in the process and politics of republican self-government in America.  The question is “what kind of a player and what role has it played” in the 219 years of its existence? 

You have read Robert G. McCloskey’s (with Levinson’s additional commentary) The American Supreme Court and watched PBS’s series The Supreme Court.  Each tackled this question in its own way.  Drawing on these sources, cases we read, and our class discussions, how would you tell this story?
In your introduction and conclusion, be sure to frame your analytic essay with a few themes you think germane to conveying a brief explanation of the role and work of the Supreme Court in contributing to American Constitutional governance.  These themes will be the treads holding together each section of your analysis and lead crisply to your concluding discussion.
General information on the PBS series (reviews and transcripts) can be found in the links at the bottom of this page: http://faculty.smu.edu/jkobylka/SupremeCourt/pbs.htm.
Guidelines:
1. This exam question is comprehensive over the whole course.

2. Papers are to be 7-10 pages long, with reasonable font size and margins.

3. EVERY paper will have a cover/title page with your name and a signed honor pledge.  This is the only place that your name will appear in the paper.  If you hand in an exam that doesn’t follow this dictum, I will not grade it and you will get “0” points for the final.

4. Papers are due through “SafeAssign” and in hard copy at the beginning of class on Tuesday, 4 August.

5. You may talk with your peers as you ponder this, but the outline, case/opinion selection, and argument you make must be your own.
