Contract on Expectations for this Course*

It merits noting that college is not high school.  At times, a consumer culture creeps into the college classroom, with students sometimes perceiving faculty as employees hired to serve them. This is not the appropriate comparison – a professor is not here to give you what you want, but rather to help you obtain what you need. The onus is on you to do the things necessary to achieve the goals you set for yourself.  There are no security blankets in which to catch yourself or any nets to keep you from crashing to the ground if you fail to prepare yourself.
You expect me to be competent, fair, and prepared, not “most of the time” but all of the time.  This is what you will get.

To help you understand what I expect from you, I have put together an itemized list of expectations.  This list is not exhaustive, but it is comprehensive and suggestive.  Read it, print two copies, sign them, and give them to me in class.  I will sign them and return one copy to you.
1. 
Class begins promptly at the beginning of the class period. You should be in your seat and ready to start participating 

in class at that time.

a.
“Ready” means, in part, that all your class materials – relevant texts, notebooks, and notes – are on the desk.

b.
“Ready” also means that you have prepared that day’s materials for class.

c.
Nothing other than class materials (e.g., no newspapers or phone) should be on the desk.

d.
Coming into class late creates a disruption.  If you are coming from across campus, sit on the periphery of the 


room so your arrival will be minimally disruptive.  Unless you have previously cleared it with me, do not bother 


coming to class if you will be more than five minutes late.  If you miss a class, get the notes from a classmate.
2. 
I expect to have your attention for the full class period. This means: 


a.
Do not chat with people sitting around you, unless it is part of our discussion.


b.
Stay focused on the lecture and discussion.  Don’t fade in and out of awareness.


c.
Take good notes during the class.  Having a “transcript” of what we cover in class, and how we cover it, is an 


immeasurable aid to both understanding and performance.


d.
Contribute to class by asking appropriate questions and joining in discussion.  Do this in a civil, responsible, and 


collegial fashion.  This is not a talk radio show.

e.
Your cell phone should be off, and never ring, during class.

f.
"Text messaging" is never appropriate behavior in class.  


g.
You never have permission to be on-line during class.  Anyone surfing the web will be dropped from the class.



If you are, I will drop you from the class.

h.
Do not start packing up before I announce that the class is over.


i.
Stay awake during class.  If you can’t, don’t come to class.

3. 
The rules of the syllabus, content of the exams, content of lectures, and calculation of the grade you earned are not a 

starting point for negotiations. 


a.
You will contribute to this class, but its form and structure is set in concrete; follow its rules.

b.
Unless otherwise specified, I will only accept hard copies of assignments.

c.
Quizzes are given at the beginning of class.  If you walk in after it has been completed, you will receive a zero.


d.
If you make an appointment to meet with me, show up on time and be prepared.

e.
If I respond to an email query from you, have the courtesy to acknowledge my response.


f.
I could not be more serious about the indefensibility and immorality of plagiarism; you should have the same 



attitude and act on it. 

g.
If you are concerned about your grade: work hard throughout the semester and see me during office hours or 



at a mutually agreed upon time.  Do not ask me, as we near the end of the semester, if there is anything you can


do to improve your grade.

_________________________________  ____________   ____/_____/____   _______________________________ 

Student Name/Signature
Course #
Date 
Professor Kobylka
* Drawing heavily on "Taking Back the Classroom," by John Drea (Eastern Illinois University), "First Years, Transfers, and SMU Veterans: Welcome Back to Campus," Dennis Simon (SMU), and similar efforts by Michael Lusztig (SMU) and Jonathan Keller (James Madison University).
