A Consumer’s Guide to Post-World War II 

Supreme Court Personnel--

The Vinson, Warren, Burger, and Rehnquist Eras 

Students often find it difficult to remember who was on the Court, when, and with whom.  They also occasionally have difficulty in recalling who replaced whom and who was appointed by which President.  Below is a time line for each of the nine chairs on the Supreme Court.  Its base point is the 1946 Term (1946-47) of the Court.  The first line notes the Chief Justice’s slot and its occupants, and the following eight lines chronicle the various Associate Justices.

• To note who replaced whom, when, and by the appointment of which President, read across

the chart from left to right.

• To note who served together on the Court during any given year, read across and down, across and down, etc., until the end of the chart.  For example, serving together during the 1958 Term were Warren (C.J.), Black, Whittaker, Frankfurter, Douglas, Clark, Harlan, Stewart, and Brennan. 

1946 Court


2005 Court

Vinson---------------
Warren---------------
Burger--------------
Rehnquist----
Roberts
(1946; Truman)
(1953; Eisenhower)
(1969; Nixon)
(1986; Reagan)
(2005; Bush II)

Black----------------
Powell-------------------------------------------------------------
Kennedy
(1937; Roosevelt)
(1971; Nixon)



(1988; Reagan)

Reed-----------------
Whittaker-------------
White------------------------------------
Ginsburg
(1938; Roosevelt)
(1957; Eisenhower)
(1962; Kennedy)

(1993; Clinton)

Frankfurter----------
Goldberg-------------
Fortas-------------
Blackmun-------
Breyer
(1939; Roosevelt)
(1962; Kennedy)
(1965; Johnson)
(1970; Nixon)
(1994; Clinton)

Douglas--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Stevens
(1939; Roosevelt)




(1975; Ford)

Murphy--------------
Clark------------------
Marshall---------------------------------
Thomas
(1940; Roosevelt)
(1949; Truman)
(1967; Johnson)

(1991; Bush)

Jackson--------------
Harlan----------------
Rehnquist-------------------------------
Scalia
(1941; Roosevelt)
(1955; Eisenhower)
(1971; Nixon)

(1986; Reagan)

Burton---------------
Stewart----------------
O’Connor------------------------------
Alito
(1945; Truman)
(1958; Eisenhower)
(1981; Reagan)

(2006; Bush II)

Rutledge-------------
Minton----------------
Brennan---------------------------------
Souter
(1943; Roosevelt)
(1949; Truman)
(1956; Eisenhower)

(1990; Bush)

*Justices in boldface are currently sitting on the Supreme Court.
