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E.E. Schattschneider argues that democratic theory must be modified to apply to the American system of government and the realities of the 20th (now 21st) century.  Why?  How does he modify democratic theory to make it more “realistic;” i.e., what are the elements of his theory, and how do they work together to create a dynamic that achieves democracy?  How does his approach build on and differ from other conceptions of “democracy” we have discussed in class?  
On balance, does Schattschneider craft a persuasive way of organizing a “democratic” regimen?  Is his scheme really democratic?  Explain the criteria you use in coming to this judgment.  

Guidelines

1.  Papers should be between 4 and 6 typed pages long; i.e., 1000 - 1500 words.

2.  Your work on this paper is, as is all other work undertaken at this university, governed by the SMU Honor Code.  You may discuss this assignment with your fellows -- in fact, I hope you do -- but the written work and analysis must be your own.  Plagiarized papers will not be tolerated.  If a paper misrepresents the work of another as your own, it will receive 0 (zero) points and be graded an "F."   You will also be reported to the Honor Council for such action as that body determines appropriate.

3.  All papers are to have a covering title page.  Your name will only appear on this page.  If it appears elsewhere in the paper, it will receive a grade of F and 0 points.
5.  All papers will be due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, 15 September. 
6.  Late papers will be penalized as indicated in the syllabus.  No exceptions.  None.
