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Wind Mems Technology (Image Courtesy http://www.uta.edu) 1.8mm at widest point

In the world of wind turbines the news seems to suggest that bigger is better. However, as engineers are able to

reliably manufacturer miniature objects, things like wind turbines can be built very small and put on almost anything.

And who wants a huge windmill behind their house? Wouldn’t it be better to fit houses with thousands of microscopic

windmills that are invisible but still do the job?
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Wind Mems Technology (Image Courtesy www.uta.edu)

Research associate Smitha Rao and electrical engineering professor J.C. Chiao at the University of Texas, Arlington,

have come up with a novel way to recharge smartphones and perhaps, one day, power homes. Using miniature wind

turbines, small enough to fit 10 on a grain of rice, these researchers envision smartphone users waving a cellphone in

the air or holding it up to a stiff breeze on a windy day to generate enough electricity to charge a battery to make a

call or send a text message.

1,000 Tiny Windmill “Robots” Could Save Your Life

Each tiny windmill is just 1.8 mm at its widest point. Hundreds or even thousands of these windmills could be

installed on the surface of a smart phone sleeve, providing enough electricity to recharge a dead cellphone battery. A

company in Taiwan, WindMEMS Technology, currently involved in metallic fabrication, has already acquired the rights

to sell the technology.

http://www.industrytap.com/charge-smartphone-power-home-micro-windmills/17780/microwindmillpenny
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The Falkirk Wheel, Uniquely Scottish Wind Turbine De-Icing Technology

Keeps Blades Turning in Harsh

Conditions

Tile: Track Your Stuff And Never

Lose Anything Again

More articles from Industry Tap...

Tell Us What You Think

David Schilling
David lives in the North End of Boston, Massachusetts, and regularly visits MIT, Harvard,

Boston University, Northeastern, Boston’s leading companies and labs, the stacks at

Boston Atheneaum and Boston Public Library to uncover and research story ideas. You can

also find David on Google+.

 

https://plus.google.com/109467176319544886164?rel=author
http://plus.google.com/109467176319544886164


1/30/2014 Charge Your Smartphone and Power Your Home with Micro-Windmills - Industry Tap

http://www.industrytap.com/charge-smartphone-power-home-micro-windmills/17780 5/5

Google+

Facebook

Disqus

Comments
Loading Facebook Comments ...

0 comments

Elevated Cycling Lane Would Make Life a

Highway for London Cyclists

1 comment • 22 days ago

Dr Ade Ogunsola — Now that makes sense

Your Next Piece of Furniture May Be Partially

Made from Potatoes

1 comment • 2 months ago

Jason Joneh — This is an awesome creation

Nidhi. Love these fiberboards. This piece of

furniture surely would get future …

Bladeless Turbine Harvests Wind Energy 2.3X

More Efficiently Than Bladed Turbines

1 comment • 2 months ago

LAWD — Excellent! Thank you for posting

this and I'm passing it on, in brief, with link to

your site. Hopefully this will take fire.

Live with 1 Million People in a Futuristic

Pyramid City

1 comment • a month ago

Itchy feet — Interesting application of the

concept of Arcology. If the building will be

built, it will be an interesting experiment …
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